
WHAT TO KNOW 
BEFORE YOU BUYResidential Generators

INSTALLATION TYPE PRICE OPERATION 1 CAPACITY LENGTH OF OPERATION 3

PERMANENT expensive automatic whole house can be indefi nite

PORTABLE more a� ordable manual typically partial 2 depends on fuel tank size

1  Permanent generators start upon loss of grid power. They also 
exercise themselves automatically.

2  Frequently powered: refrigerator, pumps (well, sump, septic), 
furnace, some lights, stove.  

3  Permanent generators use propane or natural gas, portable 
use gasoline. Permanent models o� er signifi cantly longer 
operating times.


