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Home Phone That Just Works
No Internet, No Hassle

Get
2 FREE
Months of

Service 

How It Works... Easy as 1-2-3
“If you can plug in a toaster, you 
can set up this phone.” 
Alford, 84, Navy Veteran

Get 2 FREE Months of Service!

1-844-490-5925Call:

or Visit: TryCommunityPhone.org

SAVE 51% compared to traditional landline providers

“We are totally satisfi ed with the
service. We have great reception in 
our rural area.” Sue, 71

4.8
HOME

Community Phone Named Best Home 
Phone Service Provider of 2026 by Forbes

Robo-call blocking We automatically block robo-calls, helping you stay safe from scams.

No internet required

Human support in under 1 minute

30-second setup

Unlimited nationwide calling

Keep your phone number

Works during power outages

SWITCH 
YOUR 
HOME 
PHONE
TODAY!

“With high consumer sentiment 
ratings and a money-back guarantee,
Community Phone is our top choice.” 
Forbes, January 2026

“I have my old phone number! And 
I’m saving almost $100 each month 
over my old phone company which 
relies on copper wires.” Karen, 78

Home Phone Base Plug our home 
phone base into a power outlet.

Home Phone Plug a phone into 
the jack of our home phone base.

Local cell towers Automatically 
connects to local cell towers.

1

3

1

2

3

SPAM

The Best Home Phone Service
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ON THE COVER
Under a relentless sun, Lake Nueces on the 
Nueces River nurtures an inviting ecosystem.
Photo by Erich Schlegel
ABOVE
Archaeologist Michael Collins examines 
Gault artifacts with Angela Davis, center,  
and Jon Lohse in 1999.
Courtesy Kenneth Garrett

Wet Texas
Beyond and below the  
tumbleweeds and cactuses,  
oases beckon out west.

Photo essay by Erich Schlegel

He Kept 
Digging
Thanks to an archaeologist’s 
persistence, we have 
20,000-year-old evidence  
of Texans.

By Pam LeBlanc
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I N  C E L E B R AT I O N  O F  M OT H E R ’ S  DAY, May 10 this year, we ask readers to finish 
the sentence “Moms are …” TCP’s writers and editors also share their thoughts.

Lifelong learners—always reading, changing and growing.  
—Samantha Bryant, communications specialist

The first person you want to call when something big happens,  
and you’ll miss her when you can’t.
—Alex Dal Santo, assistant production manager

Psychic. Mine can sense how I’m feeling even from miles away.
—Erin Sinclair, communications specialist

Frequently undervalued for their enormous contributions.  
They do so much.
—Claire Stevens, communications specialist

Family historians, capturing (usually unflattering) smartphone  
pics at family functions. 
—Kelly Tran, communications specialist

Eternally selfless.
—Tom Widlowski, associate editor

Appreciating 
Our Moms

FINISH THIS 
SENTENCE
Moms are ...

 Tell us how you would finish that 
sentence. Email your short responses 
to letters@TexasCoopPower.com or 
comment on our Facebook post.  
Include your co-op and town. 

Here are some of the responses to  
our March prompt: My favorite Texas 
saying is ...

The sun has risen and the sun has set,  
but we haven’t left Texas yet.
E U G E N E  N E E S E 
B O W I E - C A S S  E C 
L I N D E N

All hat and no cattle.
S I S S Y  C A R T E R 
H A M I LT O N  C O U N T Y  E C 
G AT E S V I L L E 

If you don’t like the weather, wait a minute.
TA N YA  S T E E L E 
B L U E B O N N E T  E C 
B U R T O N

The bigger the hair, the closer to God.  
D E B R A  M I L L S 
N U E C E S  E C 
P O R T  I S A B E L

Bless your heart.
K I T  VA U G H N 
P E D E R N A L E S  E C 
L I B E R T Y  H I L L

Visit our website to see more responses.

 Contests and More
$500 RECIPE CONTEST 
Campfire Favorites

FOCUS ON TEXAS PHOTOS 
Rodeo

RECOMMENDED READING
Why We Like Bats, our May 2006 feature 
story, looked closely at the creatures that still 
captivate Texans. Download the May 2006 
issue at TexasCoopPower.com.

ENTER
ONLINE

Alex Dal Santo 
and his mom, 
Karen.
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 W R I T E  T O  U S
letters@TexasCoopPower.com

Editor, Texas Co-op Power 
1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor
Austin, TX 78701 

Please include your electric  
co-op and town. Letters may  
be edited for clarity and length.

 Texas Co-op Power

Matters of Funding
Overall, a great article, but there is a 
quote saying that rebuilding the Mason 
courthouse “didn’t cost taxpayers a 
dime” [In All Their Glory, March 2026].  
At least $9.6 million of funding from the 
state wasn’t from the tooth fairy.

Larry Strong
CoServ
Lewisville

Shouldering the Load
I loved the story of Tyler Schlickeisen, 
tow truck driver [Currents, March 2026]. 
It’s great to see stories on unsung heroes 
like him.

I do have to disagree with his com-
ment, “Nobody likes to see a tow truck 
driver.” When I have needed them—on 
Interstate 35—my two tow truck drivers 
were heroes.

Frank Graham
Navarro County EC
Hill County

A Rash of Trash
Back in the ’60s, Lady Bird Johnson 
championed a “Don’t Be a Litterbug” 
campaign, sending us children home 
with “litter bags” to hang on the handle 
of our roll-down car windows [A Tidy 
Revolution, March 2026]. Then in the 
’80s, the “Don’t Mess With Texas” slogan 
was a fun and effective refresher course.

Now we desperately need a new anti-
litter crusade because Texas roadways 
have grown increasingly trashy. 

Cheryl Irish
Bluebonnet EC
Bastrop

Ancestry and ‘TCP’
My hobby is genealogy and family history. 
Two articles in March gave enough infor-
mation about people for me to see if I am 
related to them.

I discovered Tad Lucas [Currents] was 
the wife of my 10th cousin. Jennie Reyn-
olds [In All Their Glory] is my 10th cousin. 
Our common progenitors date from the 
1500s and 1600s.

Judith Tavares
Nueces EC
Corpus Christi

M A R C H  2 0 2 6   Charted Waters

 “Happy to see Pam LeBlanc  
is still adventurous. And 
Erich Schlegel’s photos 
artfully capture her 
adventure.”
S T E V E  H A R D Y  
P E D E R N A L E S  E C 
C E D A R  P A R K
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Ocotillo reaches out from 
a bluff overlooking Devils 
River State Natural Area, 
north of Del Rio. The river, 
part of the Rio Grande 
watershed in Southwest 
Texas, is one of the most 
pristine in Texas.
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WET 
TEXAS

Beyond and below the 
tumbleweeds and cactuses,  

oases beckon out west

P H O T O  E S S AY  B Y  E R I C H  S C H L E G E L
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TOP The Horseshoe Lake room sits beneath the dry, 
barren landscape of West Texas in the Caverns of 
Sonora, where the humidity is always about 98%.

ABOVE Austin cave expert Ethan Perrine descends a 
rope alongside a 70-foot underground waterfall in  
a cave below a West Texas cow pasture.

Not unless you know where to look. Rivers, springs and even 
waterfalls are hidden across West Texas. 

Most folks know about the Rio Grande, which cuts through 
the Big Bend, and you may even know of San Solomon Springs, 
which fills the 1.3-acre pool in Balmorhea State Park. 

But you probably don’t know about the 70-foot waterfall  
143 feet below a cow pasture. It’s managed by the Texas Cave 
Management Association and accessible only by wetsuit-clad 
expert cavers with advanced vertical rope training.

The Rio Grande Wild and Scenic River, also known as the 
Lower Canyons, flows down from Big Bend National Park 
toward Amistad Reservoir near Del Rio—the most remote  
part of the state. The 83-mile canoe trip takes a week and 
requires extensive river paddling knowledge and wilderness 
experience. Help, if needed, can be days away, but only if  
you carry a satellite phone.

On the other hand, anybody can paddle and swim just  
west of the Hill Country. Here, the crystal-clear Nueces River  
is nothing like the muddy flows that empty into the Gulf of  
Mexico. You’ll find swimming pool-clear water in Lake Nueces 
as well as upstream, in a swimming hole in the town of Camp 
Wood named for its depth in feet, Quince (15).

It’s easy to take water for granted. But seeing and experienc-
ing water in West Texas brings an appreciation of one of our 
state’s most important and sensitive resources. D

Drive west on Interstate 10 from  
the Hill Country, through beautiful 
desert mesas and mountains, and 
there’s no water in sight, right? 



TEX ASCOOPPOWER .COM MAY 2026  TEX AS CO-OP POWER   9

Blue Hole is a spring-fed 
swimming spot near the 
headwaters of the Frio 
River north of Leakey on 
the private property of 
the H. E. Butt Foundation 
Camp. Blue Hole reaches 
a maximum depth of 
about 30 feet. 
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Divers join a school of fish 
in San Solomon Springs 
at Balmorhea State Park, 
home of the world’s largest 
spring-fed swimming pool. 
The springs have flowed 
out of the Chihuahuan 
Desert about 135 miles 
southwest of Midland for 
thousands of years.
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LEFT The Rio Grande Wild  
and Scenic River is the most 
remote part of the state. The 
heart of this stretch of the Rio 
Grande is an arduous 83 miles 
called the Lower Canyons, 
which offers spectacular 
scenery but requires 
extensive wilderness 
experience.

BELOW A campsite along the 
Devils River, which begins in 
northwest Sutton County and 
flows south for 94 miles, 
emptying into Amistad 
Reservoir on the Rio Grande.  
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B Y  P A M  L E B L A N C

He Kept Digging
Last summer, Michael Collins gazed over a tree-lined 
valley near Florence, his eyes scanning the grassy field where 
he once led excavations that changed our understanding of 
how and when humans first populated North America. 

“I describe it as coming back to an old friend,” Collins said 
during that visit to the Gault archaeological site, about 50 
miles north of Austin.

Collins sat beneath pecan trees for a picnic that day with 
others who had worked at Gault and filmmaker Olive Talley, 
whose 2025 documentary, The Stones Are Speaking, explores 
the site’s significance—and Collins’ role in saving it.

In the 1980s and ’90s, the film explains, artifact hunters 
lugging buckets and shovels flocked to the 30-acre plot of 
land, where a creek flowed and an abundant supply of flint 
rippled through a rocky ledge. They paid $25 a day to search 
for scrapers, projectile points and knives made by Native 
Americans and walk away with whatever they found. They  
left behind empty holes and mounds of dirt. 

By taking those stone artifacts, collectors were destroying 
much of the history that they held. “It’s like looking at a book, 
tearing a picture out and throwing away the rest of the book,” 
said Elton Prewitt, a longtime Texas archaeologist.

Thanks to an archaeologist’s 
persistence, we have  

20,000-year-old evidence  
of Texans

TOP Michael Collins stands with several chert 
cores—often called flint—recovered from the 
Gault site along Buttermilk Creek.

ABOVE Artifacts found at the Gault site by a 
collector in 1990 include two stones with hatch 
marks etched onto their surface.
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The Gault story could have ended there—
as a pay-to-dig site whose significance disap-
peared along with the ancient implements 
once scattered in its soil. But that’s not what 
happened. 

In 1990, collectors digging at Gault found 
something unusual: two stones with hatch 
marks etched onto their surface. Word got 
back to the University of Texas, where the 
discovery perked the ears of Thomas Hester, 
then the director of the Texas Archeological 
Research Laboratory, and Collins, then the 
lab’s associate director.

The two drove to the site, where more etched stones 
turned up—along with a Clovis spearpoint, named for a 
Paleo-Indian archaeological site near Clovis, New Mexico, 
where scientists had discovered distinctive human-made 
tools more than 11,000 years old.

Most archaeologists long believed that humans first  
funneled into North America via a land bridge that formed 
between Russia and Alaska across what is now the Bering 
Strait about 13,000 years ago. The so-called Clovis culture 
was thought to be the oldest in the Americas.

Because Clovis tools had been found at Gault, Collins 
knew the site was important. But at the time, nobody knew 
just how significant. 

Over the next few years, the land changed hands, and  
the pay-to-dig operation ended. When the property’s new 
owners, Howard and Doris Lindsey, stumbled onto some 
mammoth bones, Collins again got the call. He struck up a 
friendship with the Lindseys, and in 1998, Collins convinced 
them to allow a three-year lease so he could conduct an 
excavation. 

That dig turned up more artifacts from the Clovis period, 
but Collins ran out of time. He filled in the pit and left  
when the lease ended, convinced the site held even more 
significance. 

Collins stayed in touch with the Lindseys, and in 2007 
they agreed to sell him the land. (They still live nearby and 
keep an eye on the property.) Collins and his wife, Karen, 
used their own money to buy the site, then immediately 
donated it to the nonprofit Archaeological Conservancy, 
where it would be protected in perpetuity.

Collins began a meticulous, long-term excavation project. 
The people who had come here thousands of years ago made 
tools, discarded some and lost others, leaving behind a 
record. The researchers uncovered thousands of artifacts, 
plus a human-made surface believed to be the floor of a 
structure at least 15,000 years old. 

At first, not everyone believed what the stones were saying. 
Some pushed back on the idea that humans had been in 
Central Texas since before the Clovis people. But using a 
technique called optically stimulated luminescence, which 

tells scientists when sediments were last exposed to light, 
Collins and his team proved that some of the most deeply 
buried artifacts were indeed older than Clovis. 

Today, most archaeologists agree that humans began to 
move into North America before  
the land bridge at the Bering Strait 
opened, using boats to cross the 
water and spread down the coast. 

Evidence discovered through  
Collins’ excavations show signs that 
humans have come to the water at 
this Texas site—what is now nearby 
Buttermilk Creek—for 20,000 years. 
That arguably makes it the oldest demonstrably inhabited 
site in the Western Hemisphere.

“What’s important about this site is what we’ve learned 
about ourselves from it,” says Tim Brown, a board member 
at the nonprofit Gault School of Archaeological Research, 
which Collins founded. “This site has been so important in 
the rewriting of the book about the very early story of man 
in the Americas.”

And it may have more stories to tell. 
Collins, now in his 80s, was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s  

in 2022, and the main excavation pit was covered in 2016. 
But just 3% of the land here has been excavated. New tech-
nologies may help future archaeologists unravel even more 
of its past.

“Walk across this soil,” Brown says. “If you don’t get a 
humble, awestruck reaction, there’s something wrong.  
And without Mike, we’d have no idea.” D

Collins with volunteers at the last part of 
the Gault site to be excavated. Currently 
there are no open excavation sites on the 
property and no digs planned.

Dig In
To book a guided 
tour, visit the 
GSAR website, 
gaultschool.org.
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Scan the QR code or visit gaultfilm.com 
to learn more about The Stones Are Speaking 
and for streaming options.
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Innovative Art and Designs of Enduring Value

*Plus a total of $12.98 shipping and service (see bradfordexchange.com). 
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Introduces

AFFORDABLE LIFE INSURANCE
The Best Idea For ... Personal Insurance - Business Insurance - Mortgage Protection

Call Wiley Maddox Today to Request an Application: 

NON-TOBACCO   RATES
Copyright 2011 All Rights Reserved

(203) 637-1544 or (800) 645-1544
Monday - Friday 8 am to 5 pm EST

MONTHLY RATES MONTHLY RATES

10 - YearGuaranteedLevel Rates

* $500,000 and $1,000,000 monthly rates are rounded up to the nearest dollar.  Therefore, actual monthly rates at $500,000 
and $1,000,000 may be slightly less.

Premiums illustrated represent 10 year level term insurance with guaranteed level premiums for 10 years.  $100,000 - $1,000,000 rates are Select-A-Term [policy form no. 07007] 
Preferred Plus Non-tobacco.  This coverage features a level death benefit with fully guaranteed level premiums for the first 10 years with coverage to expire at age 95.  The policy 
may be continued on Annual Renewable Term at the end of the level premium period without evidence of insurability until the anniversary nearest the insured’s 95th birthday.  The 
underwriting risks, financial and contractual obligations and support functions associated with products issued by American General Life Insurance Company (AGL) Houston, 
TX are its responsibility.  AGL does not  solicit business in the state of New York.  All terms, conditions and limitations of any policy issued shall govern.  American General Life 
Companies is the marketing name for a group of domestic life insurers including American General Life Insurance Company and The United States Life Insurance Company in 
the City of New York.  Policies and riders not available in all states.  Premium rates current as of March 2026 rates may vary by state.  Premiums available for other rate classes, 
ages and payment plans.  Premium charges depend on evidence of insurability.  Premiums increase at the end of the guaranteed term if policy is renewed.  Death benefit remains 
level.  The policy may be contested for two years from the date of issue for material misstatements or omissions on the application.  Death benefit is limited to return of premium 
paid in the event of suicide within first two years.  Rates subject to change.   Standard Marketing Services represents AGL and other fine insurance companies.  
All companies identified above are wholly owned subsidiaries of Corebridge Financial, Inc. Corebridge Financial and Corebridge are marketing names used by subsidiaries of 
Corebridge Financial, Inc.
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Fayette EC News

M E S S A G E 
F R O M 
G E N E R A L 
M A N A G E R

D O U G 
L A M B E R T

Our No. 1 Priority  
S A F E T Y  I S  A  serious topic, especially when it comes 
to electricity. For Fayette Electric Cooperative, it’s 
the No. 1 priority—and that’s not just talk. Over 
the years, our co-op has created a culture in which 
the safety of our employees and the community is 
above all else. 

Our mission is to provide safe, affordable and  
reliable electricity to our member-owners. And that 
means ensuring our workers return home safely 
to their loved ones at the end of each day. That 
requires ongoing focus, dedication and vigilance.

Setting the Standard
Working with electricity brings risks, especially for 
lineworkers who work in challenging conditions. 
That’s why Fayette EC is focused on protecting our 
employees and the community. 

We’ve established protocols based on leading 
national safety standards for the utility industry, 
and our lineworkers wear specialized protective 
equipment whenever they’re working near or with 
energized power lines. 

We encourage our crews to speak up and hold 
each other accountable. By fostering a culture of 
openness and transparency, we promote problem- 
solving rather than blame. 

Our safety team meets regularly to discuss up- 
coming projects and develop the best procedures  
to tackle them safely. They monitor and track near-
miss incidents to understand what happened, share 
the lessons learned and prevent future occurrences. 

We analyze data to identify patterns, and we use 
safety metrics to improve in areas where we have 

fallen short. We also brief contractors on our safety 
protocols and set clear expectations before they 
begin work.

Keeping You Safe
Because we live and work in the community we 
serve, we care about our neighbors. Fayette EC con-
ducts electrical safety demonstrations in schools 
and at community events, helping people of all ages 
understand how to stay safe around electricity. 

May is National Electrical Safety Month—a good 
time to remember that electrical safety starts at 
home. According to Electrical Safety Foundation 
International, thousands of people in the U.S. are 
critically injured each year because of electrical 
fires, accidents and electrocutions at home. 

The good news is that many of these accidents 
are preventable, and you can help keep yourself and 
your community safe around electricity. 

Don’t attempt electrical do-it-yourself projects 
beyond basic tasks, and don’t overload outlets. 
Always report downed power lines immediately, 
and treat every downed line as if it’s energized. 
Let us know if you spot unlocked substations or 
padmount transformers that look damaged or tam-
pered with. 

If you would like Fayette EC to provide a safety 
demonstration at your school or community event, 
please get in touch. 

When it comes to safety, taking a moment to 
pause and think before you act can make all the 
difference. Let’s work together to plug into safety. D

JE
S

S
IC

A
 M

O
N

TE
Z 

| F
AY

ET
TE

 E
C

FayetteEC2605_.indd   16FayetteEC2605_.indd   16 4/7/26   1:35 PM4/7/26   1:35 PM



FAYET TE .COOP   •    (979)  968-3181   •    1-866-968-3181 MAY 2026  TEX AS CO-OP POWER   17

CONTACT US
2111 N. Von Minden Rd. 
P.O. Box 490
La Grange, TX 78945
Local (979) 968-3181 
Toll-Free 1-866-968-3181
Email electric@fayette.coop
Web fayette.coop

Your Board of Directors
Joseph D. Kruppa, President
Gale Lincke, Vice President
James A. Anderle, Secretary-Treasurer
David A. Stancik
Clayton Wessels
Scott Schultz
Jonathan Treptow

Your General Manager
Doug Lambert 

ABOUT FAYET TE EC
FEC serves Austin, Bastrop, Colorado, Fayette, 
Lavaca, Lee and Washington counties.

CONVENIENT PAYMENT OPTIONS
• Pay by Bank Draft
• Pay Online Using SmartHub
• �Pay by Phone at 844-971-1048
• Pay in Person 
• Pay by Credit Card Draft
• Pay by Mail

TE X AS CO - OP POWER
Fayette EC provides Texas Co-op Power and 
TexasCoopPower.com to give you information 
about events, safety, special programs and other 
activities of your cooperative. If you have any 
comments or suggestions, please contact the 
co-op office.

VISIT US ONLINE
fayette.coop

24/7
Outage 
Hotline
Numbers

For information and  
to report outages, 
please contact us.

LOCAL
(979) 968-3181

TOLL-FREE
1-866-968-3181

TEXT “OUT”
1-844-971-1048

Fayette Electric 
Cooperative

C O N T A C T  W I T H  O V E R H E A D  power lines is a leading cause of electrical 
fatalities. Follow these tips from Electrical Safety Foundation Interna-
tional to keep safe from power line contact. 

Be aware of lines around your home. Educating yourself about what’s 
on the utility pole can help you avoid injury. 

Most poles have primary overhead power lines at the top that carry elec-
tricity from substations over long distances at high voltage. 

A little farther down is often a transformer that looks like a large box or 
bucket on the pole; this converts energy from the overhead power line to 
the safer level used in homes and buildings. 

Next are the service lines that carry electricity to homes. Telecommu-
nications lines carry services like phone, cable and internet to homes and 
are often the lowest lines on the pole.

Recognize the electrical service entrance to your home; this area can be 
dangerous if you come into contact with it. 

Keep yourself and any tools at least 10 feet away from any power lines, 
and never touch anything in contact with a power line. If work needs to be 
done around a power line, call your electric cooperative first.

Carry ladders and other long tools or equipment horizontally to avoid 
accidental contact with electricity.

Always assume downed power lines are live. Stay at least 35 feet—or 
three car lengths—away from a downed line. Electricity can jump, or arc, 
and cause injury or death. 

If you see a downed power line, call 911 and Fayette Electric Coop- 
erative. D

Always Look Up
Don’t ignore the power lines around you   
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Y O U  D O N ’ T  A L W A Y S  have to make sweeping changes like upgrading appli-
ances or replacing windows to save energy. Sometimes all it takes is the 
cumulation of small lifestyle changes to add up to savings. 

When you use your printer—at home or at work—print on both sides of 
the paper.

Invest in a single power strip to tuck behind your entertainment cen-
ter. Plug your TV, speakers and other electronics into it. Then, switch the 
power strip off every night before bedtime so none of those devices draw 
electricity when not in use.

Wait until your dishwasher is full before running it. Stop washing dishes 
by hand—it uses up to twice as much water and energy as the dishwasher.

Wash your clothes in cold water instead of hot. This could save you up 
to $40 a year.

Lower your water heater’s temperature by just 2 degrees. You won’t 
notice the difference when you shower, but you will notice it on your 
energy bill.

Keep your freezer full. It takes more energy to cool an empty space than 
a full one.

Hang an outdoor clothesline. Pull nearly dry clothes out of the washer 
and hang them; they don’t need to go into the dryer. That will cut the 
number of dryer cycles you use.

Slide your refrigerator a couple of inches away from the wall. Pressing it 
up against a wall limits air circulation behind it and makes the appliance 
work harder, which uses more energy.

Skip the hair dryer. You’ll save energy by air-drying rather than 
blow-drying—and your hair will be protected from heat damage, too.

Turn things off when you’re not using them: lights, ceiling fans, space 
heaters, the TV, your computer—anything that’s electric. D

Little Changes Add Up
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Culprits of 
Electrical Fires   
P R O B L E M S  W I T H  W I R I N G  or electric 
equipment are among the most common 
causes of house fires. Check your home 
for these hazards. 

Electrical outlets. Faulty electrical out-
lets are a leading cause of home fires. 
As outlets age, so do the wires behind 
them. Any loose, damaged or warm-to-
the-touch outlets should be repaired or 
replaced.

Electrical wiring. Outdated wiring is 
another common cause of electrical fires. 
Frequently tripped breakers, flickering 
lights and burning smells are clear warn-
ing signs. If you suspect your home’s wir-
ing is outdated, leave this one to the pros 
and contact a qualified electrician. 

Overloaded cords and outlets. Exten-
sion cords are not permanent solutions. If 
your TV, home theater system and other 
electronics are plugged into one exten-
sion cord, it’s time to call a licensed elec-
trician and install additional outlets. 

Old appliances. Older appliances are 
more likely to have loose or damaged 
wiring, which means they’re more likely 
to catch fire. Check older appliances 
for damage and determine if it’s time 
to upgrade and replace. Also check to 
ensure you’re using appliance-grade out-
lets. A qualified electrician can help. D
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M A Y  I S  N A T I O N A L  Electrical Safety Month, and Fayette Electric Cooper-
ative is raising awareness about home electrical hazards and the impor-
tance of electrical safety. 

Our modern lives depend on electricity, and if you don’t properly main-
tain your gadgets and devices, they can turn into hazards. The good news 
is that staying safe doesn’t have to be difficult or expensive.

Many homes and their electrical systems were built before most mod-
ern-day electronics and appliances were even invented. Today’s increased 
demand for energy can overburden an older home’s electrical system. If 
you notice flickering or dimming lights, it may indicate your home’s wir-
ing is inadequate for your needs. Have it checked by a licensed electrician. 

Fayette EC offers the following tips to help identify and eliminate elec-
trical hazards to protect yourself, your family and your home. 

Make sure TVs, game systems and computer equipment have plenty of 
space around them for ventilation. 

Use extension cords as temporary solutions only, and don’t run exten-
sion cords in high-traffic areas or under carpets. 

Use a surge protector to help protect your computer, TVs and other elec-
tronic equipment from damage caused by voltage changes. 

Heavy reliance on power strips is an indication that you have too few 
outlets for your needs. Have additional outlets installed by a licensed elec-
trician. 

Keep liquids away from electrical items such as TVs and computers. 
Make sure the light bulb wattage is right for the fixture. Light bulbs with 

wattages that are too high can overheat and cause a fire. Swap out incan-
descent bulbs with LEDs to prevent this and save energy.

Create a guide for your breaker box so that you know which breaker to 
turn off when needed. 

Recurring tripped circuit breakers or multiple blown fuses can signify 
a serious and dangerous electrical problem. Contact a licensed electrician 
immediately. D

Practical Pointers for  
Electrical Safety Month
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May Is Wildfire 
Awareness Month   
W I L D F I R E S  P O S E  A  significant and grow-
ing threat across Texas, and this spring, 
according to the Texas A&M Forest Ser-
vice, conditions are aligning to create 
heightened risk throughout the state.

“Wildfire activity has increased across the 
state, driven by underlying drought condi-
tions and above-normal grass production 
from last year’s growing season,” said 
Jared Karns, Texas A&M Forest Service 
fire chief.  

What makes this threat even more urgent 
is that it’s largely preventable. Nine out of 
10 wildfires in Texas are human-caused, 
meaning our collective actions can make 
a real difference in protecting our com-
munities. 

Texas residents are encouraged to stay 
wildfire-aware year-round. During warm, 
dry and windy conditions, avoid outdoor 
activities that could spark a wildfire—
such as burning debris, using equipment 
that creates sparks or discarding ciga-
rettes improperly. 

If you spot a wildfire, contact local author-
ities immediately. A quick response 
can save lives and property, and your 
vigilance could prevent a small fire from 
becoming a devastating blaze. D
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S I N C E  1 8 8 9 ,  S O U T H E R N  hospitality, polka music, cold beer and 
good food have run through the floorboards of the Moravia 
Store. The store has been owned and operated by Henrietta 
Filip for the past 30 years, an anniversary Filip and her guests 
will celebrate May 2 at this year’s annual Moravia Fest.

Filip was born and raised in Moravia, a Catholic community 
in Lavaca County, and reopened the historic store May 1, 1996. 
“Ever since I was little, I had been coming to the store with my 
daddy, and it closed in 1990,” Filip said. “I had been driving 
past it every day, and I told my husband, Franklin, ‘We just 
gotta buy this place because it’s sad for it to be closed.’ ”

After many repairs, changes and additions to the ever- 
growing neon signs and memorabilia, which Filip jokingly calls 
her sickness, she doesn’t know where the time has gone. “It’s 
hard to believe it’s been 30 years,” she said. “It doesn’t seem 
like it, but some days it does … when the days go wrong.”

From spring crawfish boils to countless dances, weddings 
and other lively events, Moravia Store has seen it all, and the 
annual Moravia Fest continues to bring the fun for multiple 
generations.

The fest, which takes place the first weekend of May, 
includes an antique farm equipment show hosted by the South 
Texas Wheel Spinners & Crank Twisters, a memorial tractor 
ride through the countryside, and, of course, music. The festiv-

ities would not be complete without Texas polka music from 
the M&M Playboys and Mark Halata & Texavia.

This year’s celebration also marks the 25th anniversary of 
the beloved Texas Czech waltz Moon Over Moravia, a piece 
inspired by the store and cowritten by Daniel Klapuch—whose 
ancestors founded the original establishment—alongside 
Henrietta’s husband, Franklin, and Mark Hermes.

Filip’s 30 years in business didn’t come without challenges. 
“COVID slowed us down,” she said. “I even had to sell my 
caboose to keep everything running.” The 1977 caboose had 
been used as an extra seating area in the bar.

Last fall, an episode of Texas Country Reporter featuring the 
store aired on TV, and things have not slowed down since. “We 
have had people coming from all over after seeing that epi-
sode,” said Filip’s daughter Bridget Hrachovy, who helps her 
mother run the store.

“I’m really proud of her for keeping it going like this,” 
Hrachovy said. “And as she’s getting older, you know, we’ve 
been helping a whole lot, too—my husband and I, my daugh-
ters, and then we have her nephew, who is helping her make 
the burgers, and then we have another guy who helps when we 
can’t. So we all work together.”

Filip’s other daughter, Valerie Ling, is proud of her mom and 
knows how important the store is to the community. 

B Y  J E S S I C A  M O N T E Z
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1. Bridget Hrachovy, Henrietta Filip and Erika Hatfield represent three 
generations helping keep the Moravia Store’s history, hospitality and 
community spirit alive. 
2. A faded sign welcomes visitors to “one of the oldest country stores 
in Texas.”
3. Inside the historic store, decades of memories live among neon 
signs, well-worn floorboards and a bar that’s welcomed generations of 
friends. 
4. Vintage signs and handwritten memories offer a small glimpse into 
the history that fills the stores’ walls. 

“I am so proud of my mom for hanging in there for 30 years,” 
Ling said. “She has brought the store to life as it continues to 
thrive as a beloved community hub known for its cold beer and 
warm atmosphere. It maintains its role as an important social 
venue where locals gather regularly and families and friends 
can celebrate their special moments together.”

With its hidden-gem charm, deep-rooted history and heart 
of Texas hospitality, it’s easy to see why the store was chosen 
for two consecutive years as “Best Hole-in-the-Wall” and “Best 
Place to Take an Out of Town Guest.”

“People just like it,” Filip said. 
“There’s no other antique bars around like ours,” Hrachovy 

said. “There’s nobody who has beer memorabilia like this. 
There is just so much to see.”

Now Filip and her family are making sure the Moravia Store 
is not only ingrained in Texas history but also nationally by 
working on a National Historical Marker. “I don’t know if we 
are going to get it or not, but it’s a lot of work. For me, that 
marker would mean a lot,” Filip said.

Next time you’re on FM 957, which leads right to the Moravia 
Store, take a moment to stop in and congratulate Filip and her 
family on 30 years of serving the community. You’ll be wel-
comed with friendly conversation, a cold drink and a meal that 
keeps folks coming back year after year. D
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H O U S E P L A N T S  C A N  B E  a great way to add greenery and cleaner air 
indoors. But certain plants can also be highly toxic to the furry friends 
with whom you share your space. 

Common indoor plants such as monstera, aloe vera and pothos are  
toxic to cats and dogs. Check your bouquets, too: tulips and peonies are 
toxic to pets, and lilies can cause kidney failure in cats. 

If Fido does take a bite out of something he shouldn’t have, call the 
American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals’ poison control 
line: 1-888-426-4435.  

But don’t toss all your greens. There are still plenty of pet-friendly 
options. 

Spider plants are popular nontoxic houseplants that are easy to propa-
gate. Prayer plants add a striking and colorful touch to a room and are also 
pet-safe. 

Money trees can thrive indoors and are said to be symbols of good for-
tune. The ASPCA considers them nontoxic, though they can cause an 
upset stomach if consumed in large quantities, so they may not be the 
best choice if your pet loves to chew. 

A small kitchen herb garden can bring life to a windowsill. Basil, rose-
mary and thyme are great options to include. However, parsley and mint 
can be dangerous to pets if consumed in large quantities. 

Succulents are a great option if you’re looking for a low-effort plant that 
can thrive with little water. Try a burro’s tail or zebra-striped haworthia  
for nontoxic options. 

To check whether a plant is toxic to dogs, cats and horses, visit  
aspca.org. D

Spruce Up Your Home  
With Pet-Safe Houseplants  
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F A Y E T T E  E L E C T R I C  C O O P E R A T I V E  is pleased to share that Gretchen Sacks, 
a senior at Round Top-Carmine High School, and Laney Bludau, a junior 
at Hallettsville High School, were chosen as the cooperative’s delegates for 
the 2026 Government-in-Action Youth Tour trip to Washington, D.C.

Chosen from a competitive pool of applicants through Fayette EC’s 
Youth Tour contest, Sacks and Bludau earned the opportunity to partici-
pate in the once-in-a-lifetime educational experience. This June, they 
will join more than 140 students from across Texas on an all-expenses- 
paid journey to the nation’s capital, where they will explore historic land-
marks, visit museums and get a firsthand look at how the federal govern-
ment works.

“The Government-in-Action Youth Tour gives students the chance to 
experience history and leadership in a way that can’t be taught in a class-
room,” said Tracy Denton, Fayette EC’s Youth Tour coordinator. “We are 
proud to sponsor this opportunity and invest in students who show a 
strong interest in learning, leadership and civic involvement.”

Since 1965, Texas electric cooperatives have sponsored the Youth Tour, 
an initiative inspired by former U.S. Senator Lyndon B. Johnson’s belief 
that young people should experience democracy firsthand.

The delegates’ Youth Tour experience will begin in Austin before they 
travel with the group to Washington. Their schedule will include visits to 
iconic monuments and memorials, meetings with congressional represen-
tatives, and a wreath-laying ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknown Sol-
dier at Arlington National Cemetery.

After eight days of exploration and learning, Sacks and Bludau will 
return home with new perspectives and a stronger understanding of the 
role citizens play in shaping the future.

At Fayette EC, investing in the next generation of leaders is a priority. 
Programs like Youth Tour reflect the cooperative’s commitment to educa-
tion and leadership development. D

Youth Tour Opens Doors 
for Fayette EC Students

FEC Board President Joseph Kruppa, left, and FEC Youth Tour coordinator 
Tracy Denton, right, congratulate Laney Bludau, from Hallettsville High School, 
and Gretchen Sacks, from Round Top-Carmine High School, winners of FEC’s 
2026 Government-in-Action Youth Tour contest. 

FEC &FEC & 
COBANKCOBANK
TO OFFERTO OFFER
GRANTSGRANTS

FEC & 
COBANK 
TO OFFER
GRANTS

Fayette EC, in partnership
with CoBank, is seeking
applicants for the Sharing
Success Grant Program.

Eligible grant applicants must:

Be a 501(c)(3) organization 
Plan to use grant money to
serve a public purpose 
Submit a grant application
by 5 p.m. on May 11
For more rules and
information and to complete
an application, visit
fayette.coop/sharing-
success-grants.

Questions? Contact 
Tracy Denton at 
979-968-3181 or

tracya@fayette.coop.

FayetteEC2605_.indd   23FayetteEC2605_.indd   23 4/7/26   1:39 PM4/7/26   1:39 PM
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• Easy One- 
  Click Menu!

• Large Fonts
 200% Zoom

• 100% US
 Support

• Large Print
 Keyboard

• Secure System
 No Viruses!

• Large 22''   
 Screen!

• Speech to Text
 You talk, It types!

★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Highest Customer Ratings: 

Telikin                    4.9 /5 
  Ratings on BBB and Google 1/25

The Amazing Telikin Easy Computer
The Smart, Secure Computer for Seniors!

 Copyright Telikin 2026

This computer is not designed for 
business. It is designed for you!

“This was a great investment.” 
Ryan M, Copper Canyon, TX

“Thank you again for making  
a computer for seniors.” 

Megan M, Hilliard, OH

“Telikin support is 
truly amazing.” 

Nick V, Central Point, OR

Call toll free to find out more! 
Mention Code 1824  
for senior discount.

60 Day money back guarantee!

1-844-210-1824

If you f ind computers frustrating and confusing,  
you are not alone. When the Personal Computer was  
introduced, it was simple. It has now become a complex  
Business Computer with thousands of programs for  
Accounting, Engineering, Databases etc. This makes the  
computer complex.

You want something easy, enjoyable, ready to go out of  
the box with just the programs you need. That’s why we  
created the Telikin computer.

Telikin is easy, just take it out of the box, plug it in and  
connect to the internet. Telikin will let you easily stay  
connected with friends and family, shop online, find the  
best prices on everything, get home delivery, have doctor  
visits, video chat with the grandkids, share pictures, find  
old friends and more. Telikin is completely different.

One click Interface – A single click takes you to Email, Web,  
Video Chat, Contacts, Photos, Games and more.

Large Fonts, 200% Zoom – Easy to see easy to read.

Secure System – No one has ever downloaded a virus  
on Telikin.

Voice Recognition – No one likes to type. Telikin has  
Speech to Text. You talk, it types. 

Preloaded Software – All programs are pre-loaded and  
set up. Nothing to download.

100% US based support – Talk to a real person who wants  
to help. Telikin has great ratings on BBB and Google!
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Footnotes in Texas History

B E F O R E  T H E  PAS S AG E  O F  T H E  Rural 
Electrification Act nearly a century ago, 
in the depths of the Great Depression, 
most U.S. farmsteads made do in the dark 
while their neighbors in cities a few miles 
away experienced a higher standard of 
living. Investor-owned utilities didn’t 
deem it profitable to run miles of power 
lines across the countryside. 

Without electric lights and appliances, 
farm families cooked over smoky wood-
stoves, read and studied under kerosene 
lamps, and performed laborious agricul-
tural chores by hand.

By the mid-1930s, change was afoot, 
thanks in large part to a dedicated and 
diplomatic Texan intent on the empow-
erment of rural communities. The REA, 

enacted 90 years ago this month—May 
20, 1936—made available low-cost fed-
eral loans to rural landowners who had 
banded together in hopes of threading 
the countryside with electric lines. 

Electric cooperatives were born,  
starting with the first, Bartlett Electric 
Cooperative in Central Texas. 

Before the REA, only around 10% of 
U.S. farms had electricity. By 1950, the 
federal financing the legislation shook 
loose had helped electrify nearly 80%  
of farms. Today, more than 900 co-ops 
power rural and suburban residents.

A 1960 Department of Agriculture 
video describes electricity as “magic 
from nowhere and everywhere” and 
details “the drab, colorless days” before 

its rural availability. The video colorizes a 
black-and-white sequence, demonstrat-
ing the life-changing force of electricity 
coursing through the home of the fictional 
family it depicts.

Similar transformations, effected many 
times across prewar rural landscapes 
nationwide, were largely enabled by the 
efforts and advocacy of U.S. Rep. Samuel 
Taliaferro Rayburn, who cosponsored 
the REA legislation with Nebraska Sen. 
George Norris. 

Rayburn, born in Tennessee, moved 
with his family to an unelectrified Fannin 
County farm, in North Texas, when he 
was 5, in 1887. 

He attended grade school through law 
school in Texas and served in the Legisla-
ture before catapulting to Congress in 
1913, where he set records as the longest-
serving speaker of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives—17 years over 10 sessions 
spanning the 1930s to 1960s, accrued 
piecemeal during his near-half-century 
tenure.

Rayburn didn’t forget his former neigh-
bors. In his papers, housed at the Briscoe 
Center for American History at the Uni-
versity of Texas, a March 1938 thank-you 
on Fannin County Electric Cooperative 
letterhead notes the co-op’s progress in 
installing its first 110 miles of line, thanks 
to a $100,000 REA requisition.

In July 1940, Farmers Electric Coopera-
tive sent its own note to Rayburn, chiefly 
attributing to him the REA’s “birth and 
success.” Included was a precursor to this 
magazine, a monthly newsletter called the 
REA Co-op Message, which included a run-
down of the co-op’s recent annual meet-
ing, a list of new members and updates 
about members’ appliance purchases.

Readers learned that member W.C. 
McKay had installed an electric range at 
home. “Naturally,” the newsletter reads, 
“Mrs. McKay is very happy.” 

She wasn’t alone. Thanks to Rayburn, 
life in Co-op Country was changed  
forever. D
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Power and Light

Sam Rayburn helped pull rural Texans out of the dark

B Y  J E S S I C A  R I D G E
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TCP Kitchen

Mom’s Favorites
Recipes perfected and passed down through the years

B Y  V I A N N E Y  R O D R I G U E Z ,  F O O D  E D I T O R 

This salad smells like home. Growing up, my mami had a beautiful  
garden where she harvested the juiciest cucumbers and tomatoes. 
Sliced, tossed with panela and drizzled with her homemade dressing, 
I could eat this salad every day. I’m thrilled to share a dish my mami 
and I still enjoy together. 

Tomato Cucumber  
Panela Salad
2 cups halved cherry tomatoes
2 medium cucumbers, diced
1 package panela cheese (16 ounces), 

cubed
1/2 cup olive oil
2 tablespoons white vinegar
2 tablespoons lime juice
1 teaspoon salt
2 teaspoons ground black pepper
1 bunch cilantro, finely minced

1.	 Place tomatoes, cucumbers and  
panela in a bowl.

2.	 In another bowl, whisk together oil,  
vinegar, lime juice, salt and pepper until 
well blended. Stir in cilantro. 

3. Pour dressing over salad, stir to  
combine and store in fridge until ready  
to serve.

S E R V E S  4  

 Follow Vianney Rodriguez as she cooks in 
Cocina Gris at sweetlifebake.com, where she 
features a recipe for Frida Kahlo’s Ensalada de 
Calabacín.



TEX ASCOOPPOWER .COM MAY 2026  TEX AS CO-OP POWER   27

$ 5 0 0   W I N N E R

Mom’s Fresh  
Apple Bars
D I A N E  K O R U S 
K A R N E S  E C

Korus’ mom enjoyed these 
bars in the afternoon with a 
cup of coffee, and I have to 
agree that these babies are  
the ultimate afternoon snack. 
Packed with fresh apples and 
a sinfully sweet streusel 
topping, these bars are a 
crowd pleaser. 

S T R E U S E L

1/2 cup flour
1/2 cup sugar 
4 tablespoons (1/2 stick) 

unsalted butter, softened

B A R S

2/3 cup shortening
2 cups light brown sugar

2 eggs, room temperature, lightly beaten 
1/4 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
2 cups flour
1/2 tablespoon ground cinnamon
2 teaspoons baking powder
1 1/2 cups peeled and chopped Granny 

Smith apple (about 1 large or  
2 medium apples)

1/2 cup chopped pecans

1.	 S T R E U S E L  In a bowl, combine flour, 
sugar and butter. Mix until mixture resem-
bles coarse crumbs.  

2.	 B A R S  Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
Coat a 9-by-13-inch pan with cooking 
spray.  

3.	 In a large bowl, beat shortening and 
brown sugar on medium speed until 
smooth. Add eggs, salt and vanilla and  
mix until combined, scraping down sides 
as needed. 

4.	 With a spatula, stir in flour, cinnamon 
and baking powder until well combined. 
Gently fold in apples and pecans. 

5.	 Spread batter into prepared pan and 
sprinkle with streusel. Bake 35–40 minutes 
or until the top is golden brown and a tooth- 
pick inserted comes out clean. 

S E R V E S  1 2
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 $500 Recipe Contest
CAMPFIRE FAVORITES  DUE MAY 10
For our October issue, we’re eager to pass around treats 
and meals to munch on while gathered around the flames. 
Fire off your best recipe for a chance at winning $500.
UPCOMING: CRANBERRY HARVEST  DUE JUN 10

ENTER
ONLINE

Lasagna 
D A N I  D E C E S A R O 
T R I N I T Y  VA L L E Y  E C

DeCesaro’s Norwegian mom married  
an Italian man and perfected this recipe 
alongside her sister. It has become a 
wonderful memory for the entire family. 

3 quarts plus 1/3 cup water, divided use
1 tablespoon plus 1 teaspoon salt, 

divided use
1 tablespoon vegetable oil 
9 lasagna noodles
4 tablespoons (1/2 stick) butter
1 pound ground beef
1/4 cup minced onion
1/4 cup dried parsley flakes
1/8 teaspoon garlic salt
2 tablespoons flour
1/4 teaspoon ground black pepper
1/2 teaspoon oregano
1 can evaporated milk (12 ounces)
1 can tomato paste (12 ounces)
1 pound mozzarella cheese, sliced  

into 18 pieces

1.	 Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Coat a 9- 
by-13-inch baking dish with cooking spray.

2.	 Bring 3 quarts water to a boil. Add 1 
tablespoon salt and oil. Cook noodles 
according to package directions. Drain  
and place noodles on paper towels. 

3.	 Heat butter in a large skillet over  
medium-high heat. Add ground beef, 
onion, parsley and garlic salt. Cook, break-
ing up ground beef with spoon. 

4.	 When fully cooked, reduce heat to  
simmer, and stir in remaining 1 teaspoon 
salt, flour, pepper and oregano until well 
combined. 
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R E C I P E S  C O N T I N U E D

5.	 Add evaporated milk and remaining  
1/3 cup water. Cover and simmer 10 min-
utes, stirring occasionally. Stir in tomato 
paste until well combined. 

6.	 Layer three noodles on bottom of  
prepared pan. Spread 1/2 meat sauce over 
noodles, then layer on 3 more noodles 
and top with 1/2 of cheese. Add remaining 
3 noodles. Top with remaining meat sauce 
and remaining cheese. 

7.	 Bake about 30 minutes, until cheese  
is melted and begins to brown.

S E R V E S  8

Yankee Cake
C H U C K  B U R G E S S 
H E A R T  O F  T E X A S  E C

Burgess’ mom was from Texas, his dad 
from New York. His dad’s family shared 
this cake recipe with Mom. It’s now a 
family favorite and sure to be your new 

favorite too. This Yankee Cake is a 
cinnamony sweet surprise sprinkled  
with sugar and nuts.

2 cups flour
1/2 teaspoon salt
2 teaspoons baking powder
1 cup plus 1 tablespoon sugar, divided 

use
7 tablespoons (7/8 stick) butter, 

softened, divided use
1 egg
1/2 cup heavy cream

1/2 cup milk 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
2 teaspoons ground cinnamon 
1/2 cup chopped walnuts or pecans 

1.	 Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Coat  
a 9-by-13-inch pan with cooking spray.  

2.	 In a medium bowl, mix together flour, 
salt and baking powder.  

3.	 In a large bowl, beat 1 cup sugar and 5 
tablespoons butter at medium speed until 
light and fluffy. Reduce speed to low and 
add egg, heavy cream, milk and vanilla. 
Mix until combined, scraping down sides. 

4.	 Add flour mixture and mix until 
combined. 

5.	 Spread batter evenly into prepared pan. 
Sprinkle with remaining 1 tablespoon 
sugar plus cinnamon and nuts. Dot with 
remaining 2 tablespoons butter. 

6.	 Bake 25–30 minutes, until edges are 
lightly golden and a toothpick inserted 
comes out clean. 

S E R V E S  1 2

Ticket Info: fbgcraftbeerfestival.com

JUNE 12 -13 22002266

Friday:
Altstadt Brewery 

Craft Beer 
Awards  
Banquet  
SATURDAY:
Market Square 

Craft beer
Texas wine 
Lively tunes  
Seltzer, Food 

Games & more!

Che e rs! to 5 ye ars!

W I L D F I R E
P R E P A R E D N E S S

B E G I N S  W I T H  Y O U
Have your “Go Kit” packed

and ready.

Create defensible space
around your home.

Identify two evacuation
routes incase one becomes

compromised.

Communicate with local
officials and learn how they

will send emergency
notifications.

tfsweb.tamu.edu/PreventWildfire
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Display This Maintenance-Free Pool And $AVE $$!
$1,000–$4000 Instant Rebate! 

Call 800-794-6839 TODAY to Qualify for This Limited-Time Opportunity!

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: SWIMTEXSUN.COM

STAYcation in your own back yard!
1-800-SWIMTEX (800-794-6839)
A family owned and operated Texas Company since 1986.

WANTED: DEMO HOMESITES FOR 2026 SEASON

PRE-APPROVED
FINANCING
AVAILABLE!

WE CONSIDER
ANYTHING 
ON TRADE!

$500 OFF! Contact us TODAY for big savings 
with this limited-time offer.

FROM 
$9,995

INSTALLED 

AFFORDABLE
BATHROOM 
REMODEL

FROM
$129PER 

MONTH

Lifetime Warranty
Custom Sizes Available

100% Financing Available
A+ BBB Rating

Good Contractors List

Trusted by Texans for Over 20 Years
Tubs and Showers Made in America

Visit Our Texas Showroom

CALL FOR MORE INFO
682-205-3532 • 877-416-5289   
bestbuywalkintubs.com
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Hit the Road

South Poles
Panna Maria museum shows off Polish heritage in a big way

B Y  C H E T  G A R N E R

LOT S  O F  F O L K S  know Texas for its Mexican flavors, its German beer halls 
and its Czech kolache. But mention our Polish history, and most won’t 
know where to start, even though Texas is home to the oldest permanent 
Polish settlement in America.

I’ll admit, before visiting the small community of Panna Maria, I didn’t 
grasp how deep our Polish roots run. But fortunately, I found the Polish 
Heritage Center ready to educate me and the rest of Texas.

Panna Maria (population about 40) sits quietly on the rolling plains of 
Karnes County about an hour southeast of San Antonio. 

The entire community revolves around two blocks. On one sits the pic-
turesque Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic 
Church, which dates to 1855. And on the next is the stately Polish Heritage 
Center, which dates to 2021. I have visited more than my fair share of small-
town museums, but nothing could prepare me for what I found inside this 
state-of-the-art facility.  

After signing my name in the guest book next to visitors from the Polish 
capital of Warsaw and beyond, I stepped into an immersive experience that 
transported me to 1854, when a group of Polish immigrants held Mass 
under the oak trees just outside the church and decided to call Panna Maria 
home. The museum went on to tell the story of the culture, faith and strug-
gles of this community, including its influence on modern life in Texas.

The history unfolds through hand-embroidered clothing, family photos, 
tools and letters carried across the Atlantic. It’s so well done that it would 
impress visitors in any big city, making it all the more amazing in tiny 
Panna Maria.

Texas is a patchwork of cultures, accents and traditions. Thanks to the 
Polish Heritage Center, one of our more overlooked threads is finally get-
ting the spotlight it deserves. D

ABOVE Chet stops at a painting in the Polish Heritage Center  
in Panna Maria showing the first Catholic Mass after immigrants  
reached the site on Christmas Eve in 1854.

Watch the video on our website and see all  
of Chet’s Texplorations on The Daytripper on PBS. 
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8		  Brenham  [8–9] Maifest,  

(979) 451-0621,  
brenhammaifest.com

Round Top  [8–10] Fine Art 
Festival at the Compound, 
(281) 236-3821,  
bit.ly/fafatthecompound

9		  Nacogdoches  Scottish  
Highland Games and  
Festival, (936) 371-3072,  
nacscottishgames.com

Palestine  Mother’s Day  
Lunch Train, 1-855-632-7729,  
texasstaterailroad.net

Stonewall  Williams Creek 
(Albert) School Open House, 
(830) 685-3321,  
historicschools.org

14	 Giddings  [14–16] Lee County 
Fair, info@leecountyfairtx.com, 
leecountyfairtx.com

15	 Columbus  [15–16] Magnolia 
Days Festival, (979) 732-8385, 
magnoliadays.org		

Grapevine  [15–17] Main 
Street Fest, (817) 410-3185,  
grapevinetexasusa.com

16	 Fredericksburg  Classic Truck 
Show, (830) 990-4433,  
pecangrovestore.com

Greenville  Knights of Colum-
bus Mayfest, (903) 455-9062, 
donvinson75402@gmail.com

17	 Fredericksburg  Thomas  
Pandolfi, fredericksburg 
musicclub.com

Know Before You Go
Call ahead or check an event’s website for 
scheduling details, and check our website 
for many more upcoming events.
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21	 Grapeland  [21–23] Salmon 
Lake Park Gospel Bluegrass 
Festival, (936) 687-2594,  
slpbluegrass.com

Kerrville  [21–June 7] Folk 
Festival, (830) 257-3600,  
kerrvillefolkfestival.org

22	 Granbury  [22–24] Memorial 
Day Weekend Festival,  
(682) 936-4550,  
granburysquare.com

Kerrville  [22–24] Texas 
Masters of Fine Art & Craft 
Show, (469) 223-4162,  
texasmasters.com 

23	 Chappell Hill  Artwalk on 
Main Street, (979) 337-9910, 
chappellhilltx.com

Hondo  Heritage Hike,  
(830) 660-6908,  
bit.ly/hondohike

Levelland  [23–25] Panhandle 
Cutting Horse Association 
Show, (325) 518-1424,  
panhandlecha.com

29	 Corsicana  Big Bad Voodoo 
Daddy, (903) 874-7792,  
corsicanapalace.com

JUNE
5 		  Fort Worth  [5–7] Hadestown, 

(817) 212-4280, basshall.com

Yoakum  [5–7] Tom Tom  
Festival, (361) 293-2309, 
yoakumareachamber.com

San Antonio  [5–August 1] 
Fiesta Noche del Rio,  
(210) 226-4651,  
fiestanochesa.com

 Submit Your Event
We pick events for the magazine directly 
from TexasCoopPower.com. Submit your 
August event by June 1, and it just might  
be featured in this calendar.

Book your 
Summer 
Getaway in 
Grapevine, 
Texas!

Scan here to start planning or 
visit GrapevineTexasUSA.com

Plan now
TexasCoopPower.com/events

Hit the Road
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800.633.8969 • roofover.com

Leaks? High energy bill? Roof rumble? 

museumofthebigbend.com
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Scan code for information
and to buy tickets

Quaerite
et Invenietis

50 Years of Wandering and Wondering
Photography from a lifetime of travel 
by Bobby Greeson

June 12–September 12 60' Long Reach
Weekly & Monthly Rental
254-436-8500

WE DELIVER

APRIL 4 THRU MAY 25A

STEP BACK IN TIME
FOR THE TIME OF YOUR LIFE
SATURDAYS, SUNDAYS & MEMORIAL DAY MONDAY

New In 2026: Elevated Joust Arena & Royal Dais + 
King's Feast & Jubilee + King's Dungeon Museum + 

Immersive Scarborough Castle Experience 

SRFESTIVAL.COM

Just 30 minutes south of downtown 
Dallas & Fort Worth in Waxahachie!
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Focus on Texas

Caught 
Napping

If you find yourself catching a catnap, needing 
40 winks on the fly or sawing logs around your 
siblings, you’re in good company. Usually, if you 
snooze you lose. But these readers won’t be 
losing sleep anytime soon. 

C U R AT E D  B Y  G R A C E  F U LT Z

1  PA U L  L A U D E R 
FA R M E R S  E C
“After a hard morning competing in the 
livestock show at the State Fair of Texas,  
a young competitor and her pet take a 
well-earned rest.”

2  R E A G A N  F E R G U S O N 
C E N T R A L  T E X A S  E C
“A number of neighbors went to the CF 
Ranch in Clarksville to help with their cattle 
drive. Following the drive, this young lady 
laid claim to a few bales of hay.”

3  S H AW N  D E A N 
D E E P  E A S T  T E X A S  E C
“My granddaughter took this of her horse’s  
new colt.”

4  G A B R I E L L E  E T H I N G TO N 
P E N T E X  E N E R G Y
“Some friends raise kunekune pigs on a 
small farm outside of Nocona. I photo-
graphed this cutie napping in the front 
pasture area. It looks so happy.”

2

 1

4

3

Upcoming Contests
RODEO  DUE MAY 10	  
TAILGATING  DUE JUN 10	
RIDE THE RAILS  DUE JUL 10	            

 See Focus on Texas on our website for  
many more Caught Napping photos from readers.

ENTER
ONLINE
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A  PA N G  O F  F E A R  H I T  as the gurney 
wheeled me away from my family. 
Months of testing brought me here,  
and within the hour, I would become  
my mom’s kidney donor. 

Until that point, it struck me as odd 
when people asked if I was afraid. Why?  
I love her. That’s enough. And it was 
enough to bat away intrusive thoughts  
as the anesthesia took hold. 

Those fleeting moments of anxiety 
paled in comparison to years of 
uncertainty. 

I understood the crushing weight of 
losing a parent—my dad died before I 
turned 2. Between his death and the dete-
rioration of my mom’s health, I tumbled 
through my adolescence fearing I’d lose 
both my parents before adulthood. 

My mom received the IgA nephropathy 

diagnosis when I was 10. At the time, I 
didn’t understand how to pronounce it, 
let alone grasp the complexities of an 
inflammatory kidney disease that has  
no cure and can be fatal. 

But chronic illness doesn’t give you 
time to understand. It creeps in and  
presents itself with a slew of medica-
tions, revolving appointments and the 
enormously draining toll of it all. Despite 
everything, she expended energy she 
didn’t have on my behalf. It seemed 
effortless at the time. I know better now.

Back then it was easier to accept things 
at a blithe glance—because being any-
thing other than willfully ignorant meant 
facing a hard reality. I convinced myself 
that her active role in my life meant all 
was well.

But I couldn’t pretend anymore. For  
a decade, I watched the quality of my 
mother’s life ebb and flow until her kid-
ney function dwindled to a measly 19%. 
She had two options: dialysis or surgery. 
With no known viable donor, she was 
forced to choose the former. 

It had been us against the world for as 
long as I could remember. What if she 
lost the ability to do the things she loved? 
What if I lost her? The scenarios I con-
jured in my mind felt suffocating. 

Watching how nightly dialysis altered 
her life was heartbreaking. At that point, 
I didn’t have a choice. The voice in my 
head said the least I could do was try to 
give back to the person who gave me 
everything. So when co-workers, profes-
sors, peers and doctors asked if I was 
comfortable with donating a kidney at 
20, I said yes emphatically. I don’t believe 
it was selfless. I selfishly wanted more 
time with my mom. 

Luckily, we got it. 
We’re now approaching the 10th anni-

versary of the donation, and I’m beyond 
grateful for the opportunity to have been 
her donor. There may be a world out 
there in which I wasn’t qualified. There 
isn’t a world where I wouldn’t do any-
thing for my mom. D

Mother’s Days
They give a lot to their kids,  
but sometimes moms  
need a little bit back

  
B Y  C AY T  C A L H O U N

I L L U S T R AT I O N  B Y  
A N N A  G O D E A S S I

Observations
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Retractable Awnings Bug ScreensStorm Screens

10-Year Limited Lifetime Warranty on Hardware, Motors and Mesh

MOTORIZED SCREENS 
AND AWNINGS

HURRY!
LIMITED TIME OFFER!

SCHEDULE A
FREE ESTIMATE

Call Today
1-888-760-9211

Or Scan to
Learn More!

$250
OFF

$$250250
 Motorized Outdoor 
Screens & Awnings

OFFOFF*

FREE
LED Lights*

*Offer valid on SPF brand motorized awnings and screens only. Offer includes installation, sales tax, shipping, and handling. Excludes prior purchases and cannot 
be combined with other offers or discounts. This offer supersedes any prior offers or advertisements. Free LED Lights offered on motorized awnings only.

Transform Your Deck, Patio, Pool, Garage & More
With Outdoor Screens & Awnings 

Proudly 
made in 
the USA

Fabric 
choices by
Sunbrella®

In-house 
professional 
installationW

ITH U.S. AND IMPORTED P
A

R
TS

M
AD

E IN THE USA

Privacy Screens & Awnings



FREE SHIPPING Options Available | Request a FREE CATALOG

PRO XL30

BUILT FOR
ONE JOB:
YOURS
AMERICA’S #1 
FIELD & BRUSH MOWERFIELD & BRUSH MOWER
  POWER PACKED with engines up to 27 HP that 

make light work of weeds up to 8’ tall and 
saplings up to 3" thick.

  LARGEST SELECTION of walk-behind machines 
with up to 36" decks and tow-behind models 
with up to 60" of cutting width 

  RIGOROUSLY TESTED for hundreds of hours so 
they’re ready to tackle any job you need done. 

  BACKED BY 40 YEARS OF DEDICATION and 
supported for the life of your machine.

Get More Power and Selection 
with a DR® Field & Brush Mower

Shop DRPower.com Today


